Go Fish for Short Vowels
Best played with 2 to 4 players
Ages 6 and up

GOAL - To collect the most sets of vowels. One vowel set = four vowel sounds
(e.g., bat, cat, sat, fat).

SETUP - 40 CARDS – Includes two sets of short
vowel sounds for each of the five vowels: a, e, i, o,
u. Dealer deals five cards to each player clockwise
face down. No player may take more than two consecutive turns.

THE PLAY - The player to the left of the
dealer goes first. On his/her turn, s/he asks
an opponent for cards with a vowel sound
that matches a vowel sound from his/her
hand. See key below.

Key
If your card shows:

ă
ĕ
ĭ
ŏ
ŭ

Ask your opponent for:

short a
short e
short i
short o
short u

For example, a player might ask, “Do you have any short a’s as in cat, Bob? The player must already
hold at least one card that matches the vowel sound that s/he has requested from Bob. Bob must
handover all the cards with the vowel sound that is requested. Bob must respond in full sentences
saying, ”I do have a short a as in cat. I have fat, sat, etc OR Go Fish I do not have any short a’s as in cat.”
If the player gets one or more cards with the same vowel sound from his/her opponent, s/he gets
another turn. S/he may then ask any opponent, including the same opponent, for any vowel sound s/
he has again - only if s/he has not already had two turns in a row.
If the opponent has no cards with the vowel sound requested, s/he says, “Go Fish I don’t not have any
short a’s as in cat” as an example. The player then draws the top card from the draw pile. If the player
happens to draw a card with the same vowel sound s/he asked for, s/he does not get another turn.
And it becomes the turn of the opponent who said “Go Fish.”
When a player collects a set of four cards of the same vowel (a vowel set), s/he immediately places
the set face up in front of him or her and says each word out loud.
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If a player forgets to say the words
from the vowel set before the next play
begins, s/he loses one point. A player
may ask for help with pronunciation
of the word from another player. If a
player goes out, s/he draws 2 cards (or
remainder of draw pile if less than 2
cards) and the play continues.
SCORING AND WINNING - Once the
draw pile runs out, players continue
taking turns until no one can match any
more vowel sounds. When a player
goes out and there is no draw pile left,
the player to the left continues the play.

Two sets of short vowels

Once no one can match any more sounds, players may then enter a bonus round where s/he can get
can extra points by “stealing” an opponent’s vowel set and making a sentence out the words in the
vowel set. Example: “After we crushed the stump, we had fun on the bus.”
At the conclusion of play, players count how many vowel sets they each have. Each vowel set is
worth one point. Points are then deducted from players who forgot to pronounce their vowel sets.
Players also get an extra point for getting two of the same vowel sets. The winner is the player who
then has the most points. See scoring key and score sheet below:

Scoring Key
points
Each vowel set
Two of same vowel set
Makes a sentence out of a vowel set
Forgets to say vowel set
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+1
+1
+1
-1

Go Fish Score Card
Player Name

Vowel Sets (+1)

Two of Same
Vowel Set (+1)
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Make Sentence
(+1)

Forgets to Say
Vowel Set (-1)

